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AGENDA
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▪ Introduction & Welcome

▪ Overview: Housing Finance in the East African Region

▪ Discussion with country authors on specific themes 

– Demographics & urbanization trends

– Income & Affordability

– Housing supply and property markets

– Access to finance

– Policy and Regulation

– Availability of housing and housing finance related data 

▪ Q&A Session

Download the 2019 East Africa Regional Profile here.

Download the 2019 Housing Finance Yearbook in English here and in French here.

http://housingfinanceafrica.org/app/uploads/CAHF-Housing-Finance-Yearbook_East-African-Community-2019-Profile.pdf
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/resources/yearbook/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/fr/documents/annuaire-sur-le-financement-du-logement-en-afrique-10eme-edition/
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East African Community

Source: The East African Community
https://www.eac.int/overview-of-eac

https://www.eac.int/overview-of-eac


OVERVIEW

▪ 172 million citizens.

▪ 62,03 million households

▪ 15,6 million households live in urban 
areas.
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ECONOMIC OUTLOOK, DEMOGRAPHICS 
& URBANIZATION
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Urban Population 
22%

Data Source: World Bank World Development Indicators, 2019
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Few big cities and many small ones

Africa has 11 urban areas with more than five 
million inhabitants for a combined population of 
95 million people. It counts 6 740 small urban 
agglomeration with fewer than 100 000 
inhabitants home to 180 million. 

These urban agglomerations are absent from 
most databases and little information as to their 
number, their size and their location is available..

The focus on larger cities has resulted in skewing 
the perception of African cities and the 
understanding of urbanisation dynamics ~

Africapolis, 2019

Source: https://www.africapolis.org/home

https://www.africapolis.org/home
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ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE

▪ Combined GDP - US$172 billion (2017)

▪ Real GDP growth (2018) ~ 5.7%

▪ Projected growth – 5.9% (2019) and 6,1% 
(2020).

▪ Key (supply side) drivers of growth:

– Services sector

– Industry

– Agriculture
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Data Source: World Bank World Development Indicators, 2019
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INCOME & AFFORDABILITY
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Source: CAHF research, 2019

What is the price of the 
cheapest, newly built house in 
an urban area?
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HOUSING SUPPLY AND PROPERTY MARKETS



HOUSING SUPPLY AND PROPERTY MARKETS

16

Kampala, Uganda

REGIONAL ESTIMATES OF HOUSING DEFICITS

Kenya
~ 2 million, growing at a rate of 200 000 units a year.

Uganda
~ 1.7 million housing units, expected to reach 3m in 2030.

Rwanda (Kigali)
~ 367 000 units in 2018, estimated to increase to 721 000 units 
by 2032.

South Sudan 
~ 4 million housing units.



ACCESS TO FINANCE
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Source: CAHF 2019 Housing Finance Yearbook p.38

Large number of lenders.

Additional mid-size financial institutions.

Most financial institutions are reluctant to 
expand their mortgage portfolios because 
limited access to capital markets and 
collateral requirements make mortgages 
exceedingly expensive. 



POLICY AND REGULATION
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The impact of housing on the economy – on macroeconomic growth and job
creation, as well as on the potential for financial intermediation and the ongoing
sustainability of cities – is as significant, as is the very clear need to address the
poor housing and slum conditions that persist for the majority of urban residents.
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Source: Republic of Kenya, 2019



AVAILABILITY OF HOUSING AND HOUSING FINANCE RELATED DATA
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The lack of regular and 
reliable data…[to]… frame 
our understanding of the 
housing sector and its 
potential continues to be a 
serious constraint to 
investment.



THANK YOU
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